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‘Genre Overview

Code

Genre

Definition

Fan

Fantasy

Story with impossible elements such
as talking animals or magical powers.
(Make-believe)

Story with made-up characters that

RF Realistic Fiction could happen in real like.
Suspenseful story about a puzzling
My Mystery event to be solved.

FFM

Folklore, Fairytale,
Myth

(Traditional Literature)

Stories passed down in history.

HF

Historical Fiction

Often the setting is real, but the
characters and events are fictional.

SF

Science Fiction

A type of fantasy that uses science and
technology. {robots, aliens, etc.}

Info

Informational

Texts that provide facts about various
topics.

Story of a real person’s life written by

Bio Biography another person/or themselves
{autobiography).
Poe. Poetry Often using rhythm and rhyme to

create thought and feeling.

Ad

Adventure

A story with exciting or very unusual
experiences, bold, risky or hazardous
action of uncertain outcome.

Fic

Classic Fiction

Classic literature comprising of
different genres.

Humor

A story with comical outcomes.

NF

Non Fiction

Texts about real people, topics or
events.

Th

Thriller

A story with suspenseful, gripping, or
creepy characters, settings or events.
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Dear Student,

I at challenging you o read 40 books by the end of the school year. You will
expand your reading horizons, and T know you can do if! The purpose of this
challenge is to have you read books you might not normally choose and o increase
your love of reading. It will also prepare you for the Battle of the Books in May.
At-home reading is 90% of literacy homework and will be reflected in the term
grade. The “rules” are listed below.

- Each book must be read by you (audio books don't count). Books read
independently during silent reading time count fowards the 40-book total, but
books read as a class do not count.

. 1 book = 100 pages, so a book with 310 pages would count as 3 books.

. You'll be required to read 30 minutes per night and must complete the nightly
reading log. This reading counts towards the 40-book total.

- You should pay attention to the genre requirements each term when making
their book choices. We will discuss the different genres in class.

. Books should be at a Bth grade reading level. I have books available for you
to check out from my classroom library.

. You are strongly encouraged to read as many of the Battle of the Books™
novels as possible (see list on back). You will participate in o book "battle” in
fhay.

. For each 100 pages read, you will complete a Reading Response page for the
correct genre.

. 40 Book Challenge packets will be kept af home and furned in once mid-term
and otice at the end of the term.

Happy reading!

Sincerely, Mrs. Smith

** See back side for a complete list of the Battle of the Books novels.




Name

Just Read: Our Reading System

Books | Want to Read

DIRECTIONS: Fill in as much of the information below as you can. If you don't have an
answer for every box, that's okayl Remember, this log is for YOUI After you read a book, put
a big CHECK in the column fitted “Read?2" to celebrate finishing a book you set out o read.

Date
Found

Title

Author

How did you
hear about
t?

Where can you
- find i#?

Notes fo Self

Read?




' Battle of the Books

(Please Read Carefully)

This year, our class is participating in the “Battle of the
Books.” This means there is a national list of 20 specific
books you’ll be challenged to read between now and 4
term. We'll read 3-4 together in class; the rest you'll read
on your own at home. If you've read one of these book in
the past, you don’t have to re-read it, but you may want
to refresh your memory.

| will have 2-3 copies of each book available to check out
from my classroom library. Our school library will have
some, and you should also be able to check them ocut
from your local city library.

~ You are not required to read these books to fulfill your
40 Book Challenge, but any books from the list you do
read will count. If you read everything on the Battle of
the Books list, it will count as 35 of the 40 books. You'd
only need to read 3 poetry, 3 nonfiction and 2-4
biographies to complete the 40 Book Challenge!

At the end of the year, we’ll have a book battle using the
national list of questions. Our class will be divided into
random teams and asked trivia questions from all 20 books.

Note: Even if you choose not to read these books, you will
still be responsible for helping your team in the Battle of
the Books at the end of the year! You won’t want to let
your team down, so | suggest you read as many as you
can.



2023-2024 Battle of the Books List

Here are the 16 books you will be reading independently throughout the school
year. (We will read the non-bolded books together in class.)

Brothers at Bat: The True Story All- S
Brothers Baseball Team Vernick, Audrey Bio/Pic 40

Candy Shop War, The Mull, Brandon Adv/Fan 400
Castle in the Attic, The Winthrop, Elizabeth Fan. 192
Ella Enchanted Levine, Gail Carson Fan. 240
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library ~ Grabenstein, Chris  Mys. 336
Esperanzq Rising | Ryan, Pam Munoz  Hist. Fic 262
Hatchet - Paulsen, Gary Adv 7 192
Holes Sachar, Louis Real Fic 233
Ice Magic ~ Christopher, Matt  Real Fic 151
Love, Ruby Lavendar Wiles, Dehorah Real Fic 212
Mad Wolf’s Daughter, The | Magras, Diane Adv. | 304
Masterminds Korman, Gordon Mys. 352
My Side of the Mountain George, J. Craighead Adv. 177
Number the Stars | Lowry, Lois Hist. Fic 144
Princess Academy, The - | ' Hale, Shannon " Fan. | 336
Scared _Sti_f_f Robherts, Willo Davis Mys. 256
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional | S - |
Poultry Farmer 7 , Jones, Kelly - RealFic 240
_Wh{fe___MQun;qins, The (Tripods Series #1) Christopher, John Sci. Fic 195
Who Was Neil Armstrong?  Edwards,Roberta  Blo. 112

Wonder Palacio, R.J. Real Fic 320



Reading Tracker: Term 1

Poetry Anthologies Traditional Lit.

Nonfiction Biography/Autobiography

Picture Book -or- Graphic Novel

**4% Books read in the genres below must be chapter-book-length & on grade level ***

Historical Fic. Mystery Realistic Fic.

Fantasy Science Fiction Adventure

Any Chapter Book
- 100 pages = 1 book, 200 pages =2 books, 300 pages = 3 books, 400 pages = 4 books, etc. €

| - (=

# Finish Title Author Pages Genre Response Page |+ Books

ed Completed? 0¥/ N)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Total books read so far this year:

Notes / Comments:




Reading Tracker: Term 2

Nonfiction

Poetry Anthologies

Traditional Lit.

Biography/Autobiography

Picture Book -or- Graphic Novel

*** Books read in the genres below must be chapter-book-length & on grade level *#*

Historical Fic.

Mystery

Fantasy

Realistic Fic.

Science Fiction

Adventure

Any Chapter Book

- 100 pages = 1 book, 200 pages = 2 books, 300 pages = 3 books, 400 pages = 4 books, etc. <

Date Which % Battle

# Finish Title Author P;;es Genre Response Page | /¥ gfa::t

ed Completed? w/N)
1
2
3
a
5
6
7
3
9

10

Total books read so far this year (Term 1 + Term 2):

Notes / Comments:




Reading Tracker: Term 3

Nonfiction

'Poetry Anthologies

Traditional Lit.

Biography/Autobiography

Picture Book -or- Graphic Novel

**%* Books read in the genres below must be chapter-book-length & on grade level ***

Historical Fic.

Fantasy

Science Fiction

Mystery

Realistic Fic.

Adventure

Any Chapter Book

= 100 pages = 1 book, 200 pages = 2 books, 300 pages = 3 books, 400 pages = 4 books, etc. €

Date . Which % S?fcﬂs

i Finish Title Author Pages Genre Response Page ; Books

ed Completed? (Y /Ny
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
3
9

10

Total books read so far this year (Term 1 + Term 2 + Term 3}:

Notes / Comments:




Reading Tracker: Term 4

Nonfiction

Poetry Anthologies

Traditional Lit.

Biography/Autobiography

Picture Book -or- Graphic Novel

**%* Books read in the genres below must be chapter-book-length & on grade level *#*

Historical Fic.

Mystery

Fantasy

Realistic Fic.

Science Fiction

Adventure

Any Chapter Book

> 100 pages = 1 book, 200 pages = 2 books, 300 pages = 3 books, 400 pages = 4 books, etc. €

Date Which Baitle
. . # of the
# Finish Title Author Genre Response Page 7
q Pages 2 Books
e Completed: (Y/N)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Total books read so far this year (Term 1 + Term 2 + Term 3):

Notes / Comments:




Just Read: Our Reading System

Fictional
Genres

Adventure Realistic Fiction

Classic Fiction Historical Fiction

Fantasy Science Fiction
Humor Thriller

Mystery Picture Books




Book Title:

Author:

uestion Stems

Inferring means Fling In what 18 not in the bock by toking a closer fook.

The story sad

e o o i

» which made me think

because

{character) acts tells me

because

I think

{predict something that wil happen) because

becouse

{character) feels makes me

When I read

It made me redize

_ (character) says fels me

because




Book Title:
Author:

What 15 the thema of the book?

. How does the main character chonge throughaut the story?
wbout the theme?

what is the theme?




Book Title:

Author:

The heme Thr‘oughouT TheDloT

m M IS VRITTE! m YEE AUTHOR &AS mm TG 'am 08
What passage from the fext do you think ks most imporfant? Explain why.

Authors weave the theme 1 bock. The theme develops as the choracters and
pto?gwmmgimmﬂwtm!edwebpedwwmetm

[\hat happened n the beginning that coniributes fo the theme

[ \What happened in the middie that confributes fo the theme? |

it hopponod in The endig that confrbutes To fhe theme? |




Book Title:
Author:

The mocd of ¢ book is fke the ﬁ%m@gmm or amblunce. I‘f‘s the feeling that the book givces
the readen “T%*aé ?‘m @? atk * Is ??@@@u?’h@r@@ﬁ@m@ tmwar*ds %mme& and chomﬂers

Wwhat ﬁlf“@ﬁd}(ﬁ’ ves or mgggfh “i' $ to dr
he setting?

what potterns do you see In your Ist? What Things are repeated?

hcn‘ are se adjectives or phrases the author uses ‘i? desc:ribe
e main character?

be the m%ﬂng and malin character, what s the
wor uses the mood and Tone fo add fo the
or c@i’mase o Wﬁam o way that gives recders this
-- scid, serious, or glressed/arndous.




Book Title:

Author:

Nel:

‘g Directions: Blua Rad Blagk | Grasn | Brows
Not Haln Angar Ewil Livaly Meryous
\ ofice your $aizfiad | Sevregsons | $iranglh Alary Fanrdul
> different moods | Gontsnz d3ressad | Pouasrful Jaalous Warnth
[ 48 vou read Ralaged | Nono¥ad | Sarious | 0ptinisdis | Sacorday
\ B ’ Plasssd Angiovs | Ragrsiful | Plavdul HAngural
Color the rainbow| bersewy Eoger Bord Raliswad Heturs
the matching Vallat | Grangs | Piak | Pueple | Gra¥
7 of 1 | Ghearful Naalihy Sansitiva Roval Tirad
color. List the | Epargy Eweiting Garing Wystarious | Hloony
g mood and the | Nappinsss | Untanse Lova Lugurious | Daprsssad
r  the Joydul | Svspsasafel | Yindnass Faney Sad
eason on the Nopaful | Hunorous | Enetional | Renantis YWorrisd
\lines below. Allwe Lraantive | Thoughifol Wisdon | Lonslinsss,
7,
"3,
4




| s: Ttt.le* Author;
| Tone is the attitude, or opinion of the AUTHOR. You can |
see the tone in the words that the author chooses to use. |

The overall TONE for mg book was

Hereis a senme..far sentences, that |8
the author used to show the tone.




Book Title: | . 4 & -l § Author:

AR IR RIIXA

wanted...
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Book Title:

Author:

‘ mparfc}’f thi mg‘?he ahmcfar &QTIQN@

Ex ,,fafm fuoked s doughier infe bed eoch sight He kissed her on The heod end wo
| ou tside hor (loor untd e could hoeor bor breathing sfeadiy (pg )

What are some imporiant things the character sald? DTALOGUE
| Ex Imnot geing lo tel you what she said I promised her I weddnt, I am going to keep ihat 8
| promiser John said, {pg. 26)

Based on what the character sad and dd, what con you conclude about the character? Think
of what the author might be trying to show ‘in between the nes® that Is Importfant fo the
story kne.




Book Title:

Author:

CommonCharooTer raits

is my chorqc’rer Ike as @ person‘?

cheerful vs,

" humble vs. SPOILED

o S S A 5057 4 RS it 4 s

|
g loving vs. HATEFIL

honest vs. EVIL

encouraging vs. RIDE

* friendly vs. LONELY

loving ve. WITHDRAWN

. conslderate vs. SELFIS

e s g e < e e e e s

e

cooperative va. UNWILLING

fair vs. DISHONEST

patient ve. IMPATIENT

——r—

brave ves. FEARFIL i

courczgeous ve., ANXIOUS

funny ve. SERIOUS

- hard-working vs. NESLECTFIL

active vs. LAZY

advenfurous ves. BORING

T

| shy ve. LOUD

leader vs. FOLLOWER

generous ve. STINGY

| opfimistic vs. PESSIMISTIC

confent ve. JEALOUS

neat vs, SLOPPY

sfrong ve. WEAK




Book Title:
Author:

e — R

I can tel that the charagier i

nthetextonpoge . Iread

On POOC s T also redd

Noticing this cbout the character is important o the story becouse

T ca el thot the charocter is because

nihefextonpoge . Trecd

Onpoge .., I dsoread

Neticlng this about the character is important fo the story because




Book Title:
Author:

What events In the sfory tcke place that change or Impact the character? These evenls could
be experiences, conversations, relationships, and so onl Think about important events.




Magmﬁ §
Name:

K.eason:




Book Title:
Author:

Chor‘aoTer‘ChGngew-*- Theme

_ E BOOK IS | REN BECAUSE THE AUTHOR HAS sehmms 1'0 TELLU&

\A/hq’f k—'s ‘rhe characfer* ike in The baglming? Think abou? he characlers gfmgufe

E from the be ginning. Whoat does the cuthor constantly focus on? What is ihe characior's moin
I siruggle or problem? !

MANY TIMES THE
AUTHOR USES THE
GROWTH OF THE

What Is the character ke by the ending? whot dd the TO CIVE HINTS
character leorn? ABOUT THE THEME
il

’w'ha? evem@ happened that caused the character f{:z'change? How i
choracters main siruggle solved?

author Is trying to feach readers by using that character? Explin your reasoning.
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rhaor/ rhlnor Q

i Static/ Dynamic Characters
| O Titfe: Authors

" Character(s)s

. The reason they were §
© ncfuded In The story: /

N The rhajm/ Dynamc

The way they
S chinged:
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Book Title: !
Author: SR AR T T T o o ; vy "

Int’errlngmm%‘fﬁingmwhaﬂsﬁcﬂmhabookbymmgmrm

th‘rcre usom orl‘c:’rin"fherss o

| setting?

L Ex T heard il smaled i tasted it Dusts (pg 3 - Bilfe Joe describes the dust as Fitls o
| choracter withou! Feclpg that consfanily beots down those that Ive surrounded by i,

What are some important defalls the author uses To describe about
t the setting?

§ Cx In Qut of 1the Dust Koren Hesse wrifes the enfire sfory on short fnes, ke a poam. This
§ refiocts the sense of acking” during This fime period Everylhing was sparse.

Based on what the characters sald and the author described about the setting, what can you
conchide about the role that the setting has on the story? Think of what the author might be -
frying to show n between the Ines® that Is Important to the story line.
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Book Title:
; Author:

-Recders know one characters thoughts,
feelngs, actions

-Character Is usualy rwolved in the plot
Lock for words QUTSIDE of quokation
mrkgfmdague ke LME MY WE

%hmghm feelings, actions

Narrator is net rvolved Inthe plot
Look for words CUTSIDE of quotation
mmr&gfﬁﬁaiegw [lkes HE, SHE, THEY, HIM, HER

Whm@wdence dtdyou find in the text that fexf@@lg’fhe type of ncas“roio’?

Is your bock narrgled In first-person or Third-person?

If you answered firsi-person, which character is the

The author 's different from the narratorn The outhor writes the story, The norrator is a

characier within the story thot lels the evenis of the plof. D
big decislon for authors fo make. Chonging narrators ca

Irg how abock s narratedis o
npletely change the story. Why do

yous Think the author of your book chose the narrator he/she did? Explain your reasoning.




Book Title:
Author:

\TOR IS THE PERSON TELLING THE STORY, IFFERENT NARRATORS CAN TELL ABOUT THE SAYE
ERENT WAYS. Who Is narrating your book?

How does the rarrolor's point of view Impact the way evenls In the story are described?

Cheose the part of the story you think Is the most ‘mporiant part, Quote It below

Why do you think the rarrator chose o tell that part of the story the way he/she dd?

How would the event sound dif ferent if if was told from o dfferent chorocter's pont of view?
Give evidence about that character to explain your recsonng,

How woukd the entire story ¢honge If It was told from o different character's point of view?




THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS: 3

| KNOW THIS BECAUSE | SEE

¥ SoME EXAMPLES WERE::
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| Autbor:

1f T was hired as the dluStrator to design
& new cover for this book....

| The cover explained...




tics

' Title:
Author:

[ 7his book is good for anyone who: ______

~§ The best part of the book was when
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i After reading the book

oA letter to the author
\[L/ Here's my letter...




Just Read: Our Reading System

Fables Myths
Folklore ~ Legend
Fairytales Poetry*

*Poetry is NOT traditional literature; it is its own genre.
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' GitLe:
| Auhop:

| I Would &raveLl %o

| 50 pead this books a&ain!

Here are Bhe TOP 5 reasons 2l
I Will forgver treasure this book.! ‘ |
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Folktale Elaments legend. Elaments fable Elements
Tanded down, (rom generalions | -1anded down from generations | S ey ] ael
ﬁgnﬁs Gg ~Fickion, iedioa ~Tanches a lesson or mora]
-Belleved Lo be rue ~Bellaved to be tus Flikion, TR
TRADITIGNAL ~Sarts with -ftero or Hercing ~Talking airals
*A lng time ngo? ~May be based, on Tads, but adions | =2 o0 3 charasters
lIT&EAWE ~ftds 4 lasson/moral are largar than, life ~Animals ad ke pecple LI
wGood. v. £l
] Myt
Myt Slements Fairy Tols Elements Tricksior Tals Semants Tall Tale Slamanty
~Explaing how things same to be | -Oharaders can be {aldes, «Tritks are being played. ~Eragprated Evenke
fidion princessos, magls craghirgs Charaders are gods, mas o Exciting
~fabire -Beglns with *0noe upon o time® | animal ~Befting {n the past
«shiat happeas s salurs ~Setting Is [n & for away Fiction, Hmorcius
<y peopte oo thingt behave the | imaginary lond «Toid for drmusement ~Tehd as il trug
way they 4o ~Things happen in tiress «tm4 charater is wsually mics «Evenls are In order
Lharaders can be humang, ~hagie powears grant wishes dovar oty off confiid
animals, or gods ~Hapay ending whore good wing | ~Hhas o problem b wolve Lharatters are langee thius tife
over vk Pk ey quickly

L What genre elements did you see? B¢ spanific and axp{am Use taxt evidence

- list all of the elements that you. read. Give examples

I saw talking animals in this fable. The two to.i animals wers the fox and the bird.. .,

, sich as, .,."Tha&ayeﬂmd. W«atfr.aa fable. i

§ Draw a pldure of your faverite part.
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Creored By: The Rigorous Owl
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pkination of how it came o be:
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‘E!—bw is ihis character "lcrsar than life'? % ,
&= E{/ g
— Wht conflict is the chardcter facing? % '
&= ctt is exaggerated in this story? % '
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l

Prompt:

Response:

Which words feel
important?

Read the poem again
and emphasize these.

Write them here:

Does the poem
remind you of
anything in your
life?

How does the
poem make you

| feel?

L.



Response:

What do you
wonder about in
the poem?

What pictures do
you see in your
mind as you read
the poem?

Why do you
think the poet
wrote this




Just Read: Our Reading System

Non-Fiction

Informational Biography
Non-Fiction Autobiography




Author:

Book Title:

KM ALNS' S W
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Author:
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Bok Title:




Book Title: _ < g uthor:

o mmwmm
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m ight one word above md then complete the (‘albwns




LA

* . i N . T e W i ¥ e Wy W oo W ey ey T e ” P
£ Dl .H..._,,.,ex.i.:..n. > - e a.@, Q.@..Q o.b.n\ .@@ Q:

e e B i W W o

2.00cILNC.O)GHADA
e’ =), aNAS A S/ANSHIVuEW,

Ll
Q

-
o
la"
A

-

i

£

RHE>60

6_- ' — T
-l-'t _:*ﬁ-.‘;u*" B mf_'*- -l

\ 7
i

.__ et “‘“;..,.4_

Cregied By: The Rigorops Oyl

N .-‘"'-.‘«" gy
©0H

S

NS

[y

ONFICTION /.

f.&‘i&!#(‘iggg_\

O D X e o S e e T IORS
o v..cto,.,.e.t ‘. !s-- pf il ii.\.(l...\nm...#t...-w.._,. h_v,..... tn-“l¢ -.van!-..c.\oll$o.ff‘|\=..ui\- T ..lll\ul‘istyn..rtntwa..l\e!w&.‘ w‘r, .‘_.cal.l“n- .!.l.i. L~ li\;ti‘;f;..r‘o!cvn-"q:..xo ...-Uo....ftu R ....rpaa..- ,Wf_...n-a-.». ~a .0..#”

¥
L]

B




Book Title:

Nome

Author:

Middle:




- — c
| R4 BB "33 BN RF RS BEF R} B BN RN B3 RLE BE R :

Type of Text Structure:

_' Examples from the text:

- " _ realeq BY. TRE RigoTous Uwt |




Pictures
Table/Chart
Timelines

Mcdps
Mets

fochures MW*MW inchide in *he W

Heading
Labels
Sidebar
Bokd/keywords

Purpose




p Whatt type of account is the text;

\\ | Point of view o




Creoted By The i@faamax Owt,
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RATE INFORMATIO

_FROM TWO TEXTS _

INTEG

I
1
1|
i
1




